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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE HONG KONG 3646 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SREF, UNHCR, HK, MC 

SUB J : INDOCHINA REFGUEE CENTER PROPOSED FOR MACAU AND 
OVERCROWDING IN KONG KONG 

REF: A) 77 STATE 287954 (NOTAL) B) HONG KONG 3463 (NOTAL) 

1 . DURING UNHCR REP CARPENTER S RECEN VISIT TO HONG KONG 
(REF B) WE DISCUSSED WITH HIM THE PROBLEMS OF HIGH COST AND 
LIMITED AVAILABILITY OF REFUGEE HOUSING IN HONG KONG. 

2. ON THE QUESTION OF COSTS, CARPENTER COMMENTED THAT IF LESS 
COSTLY ACCOMODATIONS COULD BE FOUND FOR REFUGEES THAT WOULD 
BE "OK' 1 . 


3. CONCERNING THE HOUSING SHORTAGE WE NOTED THERE WERE 
CURRENTLY FEW HOTEL SPACES AVAILABLE AT THE RELATIVELY LOW 
(FOR HONG KONG) RATE OF $8 PER DAY AND IF A SUDDEN INFLUX 

OF REFUGEES OCCURRED, AS HAPPENED IN PREVIOUS YEARS, HONG 
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KONG WOULD BE HARD PRESSED TO HOUSE THEM IN OTHER THAN 
EXPENSIVE TOURIST HOTELS. AS A POSSIBLE SOLUTION WE 
SUGGESTED CARPENTER EXPLORE THE USE OF MACAU AS A TRANSIT 
PLACE (REF A) SINCE THE COST OF MAINTAINING REFUGEES THERE 
HAS BEEN HALF OF WHAT IT IS IN HONG KONG. 

4. CARPENTER INITIALLY RESPONDED THAT REFUGEES FLOWS 
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WERE V HIGHLY IRREGULAR AND THAT HE WOULD WORRY ABOUT A 
SHORTAGE OF SPACE WHEN IT HAPPENED. HE RULED OUT THE 
MACAU SOLUTION SINCE IT WAS AGAINST UNHCR POLICY TO MOVE 
REFUGEES FROM THE COUNTRY OF FIRST ASYLUM TO ANOTHER 
COUNTRY BEFORE RESETTLEMENT. 

5. IN A FINAL MEETING PRIOR TO HIS DEPARTURE CARPENTER 
REPORTED THAT HE HAD RAISED THE QUESTION OF EMERGENCY 
HOUSING OF REFUGEES WITH THE HONG KONG GOVERNMENT BUT 
DECLINED TO PROVIDE US ANY DETAILS UNTIL A SOLUTION HAD 
BEEN AGREED UPON. HE ADMITTED THAT THE HKG RULED OUT ANY 
POSSIBILITY OF OPENING CAMPS FOR THE REFUGEES. 

6. COMMENT: IT IS OUR IMPRESSION THAT CARPENTER TAKES 
NEITHER THE QUESTION OF COST NOR THE SHORTAGE OF HOUSING 
VERY SERIOUSLY. UNHCR REPS HAVE SPENT LITTLE TIME IN 
HONG KONG AND THESE PROBLEMS HAVE BEEN ALMOST ENTIRELY 
LEFT TO THE ICEM REP HWO HAS BEEN KIND ENOUGH TO HELP OUT. 
WE ESTIMATE THAT ONLY 125 ADDITIONAL REFUGEES COULD BE 
ACCOMMODATED AT PRESENT RATES IF A SUDDEN INFLUX OCCURRED 
WHICH - JUDGING FROM THE PAST - WILL CERTAINLY HAPPEN. 

IN VIEW OF THE ABOVE WE URGE THAT THE DEPARTMENT PROD 
UNHCR HQ INTO TAKING A MORE SERIOUS LOOK AT THESE 
PROBLEMS NOW AND NOT WAIT UNTIL THE CRISIS IS UPON US. 
SHOESMITH 
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